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Your Name: _________________________
Date: _________________________

The Simple Formula for Writing a Great Story
A fun storytelling guide from author & illustrator Scott E. Sutton

Every story — no matter how silly, scary, or magical — has the
same basic parts. And once you know this formula, you can write

your own!





A story has 3 main parts:

Step 1: The Basics of a Story

A Beginning
(where we meet the characters and setting)

A Middle
(where something goes wrong!)

An end
(where everything gets wrapped up)



Who is your story about?

My main character is:

Step 2: Who’s Your Main Character?

What do they look like? What makes them special?

You can have lots of characters, but every story needs a main one. 



Step 3: Where Does Your Story Happen?
Where is the story set?

My story takes place:
 ☐ At home
 ☐ At school
 ☐ In a forest
 ☐ In space
 ☐ Somewhere else: _________________________________

Describe your setting in one sentence:



Step 4: What’s the Problem?
What does your character want to do? What gets in the way?

The problem in my story is:



Step 5: Try… and Try… and Try Again!
Now write how your character tries to solve the problem three times:

Try #1 (and fail!):

Try #2 (and fail again!):

Try #3 (and fail a third time!):



Step 6: How Does the Story End?
How does your character finally fix the problem?

The solution (your character wins!):

The celebration / wrap-up:



My Story Summary:

In the space below, write your full story from beginning to end.
Use your answers from above to help you.
(Use extra pages if  needed!)



Draw a scene from your story


